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QUESTIONS

1.
Concerning rabbit caging in laboratory animal facilities:


a.
openings in the cage floor for  fecal passage should be approximately 0.5-

0.7 inches

b.
ulcerative pododermatitis has long been associated with rabbits housed 

on plastic compact floor. 

c.
a 7 Kg female with litter should be provided with at least 0,4 m2 of floor 

space.

d.
all the above

2.
True or False:  rubber stoppers are highly recommended for drinking bottles

3.
When designing a nest box for a doe it should be taken in account:


a.
wood is the recommended material for nesting boxes construction


b.
nesting material should be provided


c.
Hip dysplasia has been reported in kits using boxes with slick flooring


d.
There are no minimum size requirements for nest boxes

4.
Regarding cage bedding: 


a.
Direct bedding is essential when rabbits are individually housed

b.
High absorbance is a very important feature of bedding when referring to 

indirect bedding.

c.
commercial bedding material for rodents should not be used when 


housing rabbits 

d.
All the above are false

5.
Regarding light levels in an experimental rabbit facility:


a.
albino rabbits are more resistant to high light levels


b.
a 12-hour light: 12-hour dark cycle has been recommended for all kinds 

of studies.


c.
for breeding studies a 16 –hour light: 8-hour dark cycle has been 


recommended

d.
bi-level lighting used for husbandry duties should preferably 


automatically revert back to basal lighting. 

6.
Which of the following noise levels will probably cause auditory damage in 
rabbits?


a.
>25 db


b.
>40 db


c.
>85 db


d.
>120 db

7.
In which of the following humidity ranges will be a rabbit more confortable?


a.
30-40 %


b.
10-20 %


c.
50-70 %


d.
> 70 %

8.
True or False:  Recirculating air supply system is highly recommended in rabbit 
facilities. 

9.
Briefly explain the reason why in general, all rabbits are held in negative air 
pressure differential to adjacent spaces.

10.
Which of the following temperatures will be out of the confortable range for a 
rabbit?


a.
61 ºF (16 ºC)


b.
68 ºF (20 ºC)


c.
72 ºF (22 ºC)


d.
75 ºF (24 ºC)

11.
True or False:  Rabbits are commonly feed ad-libitum

12.
True or False:  To prevent obesity in rabbits we should provide a low fiber diet 

13.
True or False:  The health check notification card serves as an alert system to 
detect abnormal conditions in animals by the technical staff. 

14.
Sanitation is generally defined as:

a.
cleaning the surfaces

b.
cleaning followed by either chemical disinfection and/or hot water rinse

c.
cleaning followed by sterilization

d.
sterilization

15.
When using chemical disinfectants: 


a.
The rinsed must be done immediately after the application of the 


disinfectant. 


b.
Disinfectants used are not harmful if animals get in contact with them.


c.
There must be adequate time of contact with the disinfectant. 


d.
b and c are correct

16.
(Complete) Rabbit cages present a difficult sanitation because they excrete 
significant amounts of _________ in their urine which forms ________ 
__________   that adhere to the cages. 

17.
True or False:  Primary enclosures must be cleaned at least once per month. 

18.
Regarding health status:


a.
“backyard breeders” provide inexpensive rabbits with a very defined 

health status


b.
High-quality, pathogen-defined animals are highly recommended for 

research

c.
It has been demonstrated that numerous natural pathogens alter a variety 

of organ system functions and can impact research results. 

d.
b and c are true

19.
The length of quarantine depends on: 


a.
the expected health status


b.
time requirements for diagnostic procedures


c.
incubation times for diseases


d.
all the above

20.
True or False:  A procedure that involves oral dosing needs a longer period of 
acclimation compared to a procedure which involves a surgery. 

21.
True or False:  It has been reported that hormone stabilization after shipping is 
recovered within 72 h. 

22.
Regarding rabbit identification: 


a.
ear tattoos are not permanent and need to be redrawn frequently

b.
subcutaneous transponders can serve apart from identification to give 

other information as body temperature. 

c.
ear tattoos have been associated with tumor induction in rodents. 
d.
All of the above are false
23.
True or False:  The use of food rewards as environmental enrichment may 
change the nutritional status of the recipients

24.
True or False:  Enrichment devices are a potential source of disease 
transmission 

25.
True or False:  Human social interaction is not considered as environmental 
enrichment. 

26. 
(Choose the False) Group housing in rabbits:


a.
food intake monitoring is difficult


b.
pens are usually bedded


c.
male rabbits have displayed preference to be housed together

d.
group-housed rabbits show less stereotypical disorders compared to 

single-caged rabbits. 

27.
True or False:  No differences in immunological responses have been found 
between dominant and submissive rabbits in a group-housing environment

28.
True or False:  Big breeds tend to achieve reproductive maturity before 

29.
True or False:  Does should be bred as soon after maturity to achieve a 
successful reproductive performance

30.
Regarding sexual behavior in rabbits: 


a.
tail flagging is a common behavior seen in females 


b.
enurination is the purposeful ejection or spraying of urine 


c.
Cytology is a very reliable method for confirming the moment of the due 

cycle

d.
ambulation within the cage may decrease when bucks are exposed to 

breeding does

31.
True or False:  Bucks should always be brought to the doe’s cage for breeding 
to avoid aggression 

32.
True or False:  Bucks may be used only to breed a maximum of 2 does per day 
in order to preserve fertility 

33.
True or False:  Rabbits are induced ovulators

34.
Regarding rabbit gestation:


a.
Pregnancy is usually determined by radiograpy by day 8

b.
Pseudopregnancy is not possible in rabbits because the corpora lutea 

doesn’t persist. 

c.
The average length of gestation is 31-32 days

d.
Rabbits do not show overt signs of pregnancy until very let in gestation

35.
Regarding rabbit parturition:  


a.
the doe uses its own hair to help performing de nest 


b.
the average litter of a New Zealand White is approximately 15 pups


c.
the doe is receptive again after weaning


d.
partum generally occurs at night

36.
True or False:  The doe has the mammary glands distributed between the 
abdomen and the thorax.
37.
Regarding rabbit nursing behavior, it happens once per day or the female nurse
several times the kits within the same day?

38.
True or False:  Weaning occurs 2 weeks after parturition.
39.
Regarding anatomy and physiology of the rabbit gastrointestinal system:

 
a.
cecotrophs are excreted during the day


b.
they are concentrate selectors herbivores

c.
cecotrophy serves to perform the absorption of the indigestible rough 

feed which is previously fermented in the caecum

d.
cecotrophs are ingested by the rabbit from the floor of the cage. 

40.
True or False:  Rabbits primarily eat at night and in the early morning when fed 
ad libitum.
41.
True or False:  A 24 hour period of anorexia in the rabbit is an indicator of 
disease.
42.
The optimum pellet size for rabbits would be: 


a.
1,1 cm long and 0,5 cm in diameter


b.
0,63 cm long and 0,47 cm in diameter


c.
0,8 cm long and 0,25 cm in diameter


d.
all the above

43.
True or False:  Rabbits appear to have a distinct preference for salted feeds

44.
Which plant is the primary ingredient of the commercial rabbit diets?

45.
(CHOOSE THE FALSE) Regarding proteins in the rabbit diet: 


a.
The optimal crude protein recommendations range from 15-19 % 


b.
Feeding low protein diets (<14%) can lead to enteritis


c.
A low dietary protein would increase cecotroph consumption 

d.
Lysine and threonine amino acids intake is achieve through the microbial 

protein achieved from fermentation

46.
True or False:  Gestation requires the highest energy demand of any normal 
metabolic state.
47.
An optimal feed composition for an adult male rabbit would be: 


a.
a 17 % protein, 20 % fiber 


b.
a 25 % protein , 25 % fiber


c.
a 5 % protein, 30 % fiber


d.
a 5 % protein, 5 % fiber

48.
True or False:  Low fiber diets can lead to enteritis in rabbits.
49.
True or False:  Rabbits are known to have a very low circulation serum calcium 
levels compared to other animals

50.
True or False:  Fur chewing that leads to Trichobezoars is related to low-fiber 
diets.
ANSWERS

1.
a

2.
F

3.
b

4.
b

5.
c

6.
c

7.
a

8.
F

9.
To help contain allergens and the large amount of hair these animal shed.

10.
d

11.
F

12.
F

13.
T

14.
b

15.
c

16.
calcium / calcium carbonate

17.
T

18.
d

19.
d

20.
F

21.
T

22.
b

23.
T

24.
T 

25.
F

26.
c

27.
T

28.
F

29.
T

30.
b

31.
F

32.
F

33.
T

34.
d

35.
a

36.
T

37.
The nursing takes place once per day

38.
F

39.
c

40.
T

41.
F

42.
b

43.
F

44.
Alfalfa

45.
b

46.
F

47.
a

48.
T

49.
F

50.
T

