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Chapter 42 Diseases and Veterinary Care,  pp. 993-1008
QUESTIONS:

1.
For pet chinchillas, most abnormal health conditions are a result of:
a.
pathogenic bacterial diseases
b.
fungal diseases
c.
husbandry or diet deficiencies
d.
parasitic diseases
2.
What is the most likely reason that several authors have suggested that 
chinchillas are the most susceptible animal to infection with Listeria 
monocytogenes?
a.
Likely attributed to case reports in animals on ranches in cold climates 

where they are fed silage 
b.
Their natural environment in the wild contains a high burden of Listeria 

organisms
c.
Their immune system makes them particularly prone to the disease
d.
Listeria monocytogenes is part of the normal flora in chinchillas and 

opportunistic infections are common
3.
In chinchillas, listeriosis is a _____ disease, with blood-borne dissemination to other tissues
a.
gastric
b.
small intestinal
c.
cecal
d.
colonic
4.
Yersiniosis in chinchillas is primarily a disease of the:
a.
liver


b.
skin 

c.
lymph nodes 

d.
GI tract
5.
True or False: Pseudomonas is a normal inhabitant of enteric flora in the chinchilla.
6.
Epizootic outbreaks of Pseudomonas in chinchillas are usually associated with:
a.
contaminated food
b.
contaminated water
c.
contaminated bedding 

d.
contaminated fomites
7.
Which type of viral disease caused conjunctivitis followed by neurological signs including seizures, disorientation, recumbency and lethargy in a chinchilla?
a.
adenovirus
b.
rabies virus
c.
arterivirus 

d.
herpes virus
8.
Is toxoplasmosis a significant disease of laboratory chinchillas?
a.
yes – multiple outbreaks have been reported
b.
yes – although rare, spontaneous cases in laboratory chinchillas were 

severe 
c.
no – toxoplasmosis has been eradicated from the US 

d.
no – laboratory chinchillas do not have access to infective cysts
9.
True or False: Giardia is a normal inhabitant of the chinchilla gastrointestinal tract.

10.
Which nematode was reported to cause CNS signs in chinchillas from multiple ranches in western Canada?


a.
Trichostrongylus colubriformis
b.
Haemonchus contortus
c.
Baylisascaris procyonis
d.
Ascaris suum
11.
Which organism causes scaly alopecia around the nose, eyes, ears, anus, or forefeet in chinchillas?
a.
Trichophyton mentagrophytes
b.
Staphylococcus dermatiditis
c.
Cuterebra larvae 

d.
Cheyletiella
12.
What condition is most common in postparturient females that eat their placentas and presents with drooling, retching, dyspnea and anorexia?
a.
trichobezoar
b.
intestinal torsion
c.
constipation
d.
esophageal choke
13.
What will inevitably result if a chinchilla is mishandled by scruffing?

14.
Matted fur is most likely caused by lack of ____.
a.
humidity
b.
access to dust bath
c.
access to standing water
d.
vitamin D
15.
The condition known as “slobbers” is due to:
a.
esophageal choke
b.
bloat
c.
gastrointestinal torsion
d.
malocclusion
16.
Extension of the penis outside the prepuce for long periods of time in male chinchillas is most likely due to what condition?

17.
Which of the following environmental conditions are chinchillas particularly prone to?
a.
low humidity
b.
high humidity
c.
low temperature
d.
high temperature

ANSWERS:

1.
c
2. 
a
3.
c
4.
d
5.
False

6.
b
7.
d

8.
d

9.
True

10.
c

11.
a

12.
d

13.
fur slip

14.
b

15.
d

16.
penile fur ring

17.
d
